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By Peter Campbell 
 
Tamar Yacht Club entry Allusive, skippered by John Joyce, has won the 
Performance Handicap (PHS) division of the Optus Launceston to Hobart 
Yacht Race on corrected time after an enjoyable “cruise” down the East 
Coast. 
 
Derwent Sailing Squadron’s race director John Blackwood today announced 
the full results for the 285 nautical mile coastal passage race after yesterday 
naming Masquerade as provisional Overall winner and Archie as taking first 
place under IRC ratings. 
 

 
John Joyce on Allusive. 
 
The Overall winner is the yacht with the lowest corrected time result under the 
AMS (Australian Measurement System) ratings but under the rules of this 
race cannot receive a trophy for first place in the three handicap divisions – 
AMS, IRC and PHS.   
 
The next three yachts in each category thus move up a place, with Allusive 
moving into first place in the PHS division with Ramrod (Royce Salter) second 
and Archie (Sally Rattle) third. 
 
Allusive is a fully fitted, pilot house cruising yacht which normally sails at her 
best with plenty of breeze. Her owner has cruised the boat extensively.   A 
major refit last winter has seen the lifting keel made a permanent fixture, also 
freeing up considerable cabin space. 
 
“She is really a comfortable cruising boat, but we decided to sail to Hobart 
with the real racing fleet,” owner/skipper Joyce said before Tuesday’s start 
from Beauty Point. “We will enjoy all amenities of cruising during the race.” 
 



Obviously,  Allusive is sailing faster with the fixed keel,  enjoying the fast 
downwind sailing down the East Coast to finish 12th in fleet,  just over three 
hours and 11 minutes after line honours winner Helsal 3. 
 

 
Allusive racing down the Tamar 
 
Allusive was the only Tamar yacht to finish in the top three placings in the 
three divisions although Richard Fisher’s Beneteau First 45 Believe won the 
Beauty Point to Low Head Dash on corrected time. 
 
Masquerade, Tony Harman’s Morgan 35 from Bellerive Yacht Club, also 
finished first in the AMS division, again, as Overall winner, not being eligible 
for the division trophy.   Sally Rattle’s Archie, an Archambault 35 from the 
Derwent Sailing Squadron, has thus moved to first place in the AMS division, 
with Host Plus Executive (Jeff Cordell) from Bellerive Yacht Club second and 
last year’s Overall winner,  Stewart Geeves Young 88,  Footloose, from 
Geilston Bay Boating Club, in third place. 
 

 
Celebrations aboard Archie at Constitution Dock. 
 
With first places in the AMS and IRC divisions and a third in PHS, Archie has 
had an outstanding race, adding to her owner’s previous successes in the 
Melbourne to Hobart, Maria Island and Bruny Island offshore races.   
 
Pisces, David Taylor’s Sydney 36 from the RYCT was today confirmed as 
second to Archie in the IRC division, third place going to the Melbourne yacht 



Penfold Audi Sport, David Ellis’ Archambault 31 which had been holding first 
place under AMS and PHS scoring for most of the race. 
 


